
Inspection of Caldecote Day Nursery
2a Caldecote House, Lancaster Road, Rugby, Warks CV21 2QN

Inspection date: 4 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, settled and calm at the setting. This is due to the warm 
relationships staff develop with them. Staff establish consistent routines and 
expectations. For example, they encourage children to sit nicely at story time and 
to use good manners at lunchtime. As a result, children are polite, behave well and 
are ready to learn. Staff follow children's interests to deliver the curriculum that 
they carefully devise together. They aim for the setting to be part of the 
community. They plan frequent visits to the local library, market, bus station, pet 
shop and park. This develops children's knowledge and understanding of their local 
area and gives them a sense of belonging to the community.

The well-organised environment supports children to learn and develop. For 
example, children hang up their own apron after use and relocate incorrectly 
placed resources. This supports children to develop organisational skills that allow 
them to successfully complete tasks. Staff provide engaging activities that support 
children to develop the knowledge and skills they need. For example, children use 
their senses when they engage in lime-and-lemon-infused water play, build and 
create with wooden blocks and act out their experiences in the home corner using 
authentic resources. These experiences engage children's senses and stimulate 
exploration. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Supporting children's personal, social and emotional development is a priority for 
staff. They engage children in short meditations and yoga sessions. Staff choose 
stories that encourage children to learn about and recognise their emotions. 
Staff conduct regular well-being checks with each child and make changes 
depending on their views. This empowers children to be able to talk about their 
feelings and helps them to feel valued and safe at the setting.    

n Developing children's language and communication skills is a focus at the 
setting. Staff talk to children to find out what they think and why they think that. 
However, on occasion, staff ask too many questions and do not allow time for 
the child to process their thoughts and respond. This means that some 
interactions do not develop children's communication and language skills as well 
as they could. 

n Staff encourage children to develop a love of reading through continuous access 
to high-quality books and daily story times. However, staff do not always explore 
the book in sufficient depth or encourage all children to engage with the story. 
This sometimes makes story times less effective than they could be. 

n Staff promote children's physical development well. There is a climbing frame in 
every room for children to develop their large motor skills. All ages of children 
use tools to manipulate play dough. For example, babies cut play dough with a 
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tool, toddlers use cutters to make shapes and pre-school children make their 
own creations and add other materials. This supports children's physical 
development, as they develop muscle control and coordination. 

n Staff encourage children to manage their own self-care needs. For example, 
babies feed themselves using cutlery, toddlers put on their own shoes and pre-
school children serve their own lunches. This means that children become 
increasingly independent and are ready for their next stage in learning. 

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is good. 
There is a team of trained staff who work together to ensure that those who 
require additional support receive it. The setting works well with external 
agencies, including the local authority, to ensure children receive specialist input. 
This means that all children get the support they need. 

n Parents are very happy with what they describe as a 'lovely' setting. They feel 
that their children thrive at the setting due to the excellent relationships staff 
establish with their children. They feel that they are kept well informed of their 
children's learning and development and that their children are making good 
progress at the setting. Parents do and would recommend the setting to others. 

n The setting is led and managed well. Leaders strive to continuously improve the 
quality of provision. They assess the setting's strengths and prioritise areas for 
development effectively. Leaders prioritise staff's well-being and aim to reduce 
their workload. Staff feel well supported by the leadership team.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consider the questioning techniques that they use, and provide 
children with enough time to process their thoughts and respond

n help staff to recognise how to involve children even more in story time to further 
develop their engagement. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 200546

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10348778

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places 86

Number of children on roll 137

Name of registered person Dixon, Mariana

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512099

Telephone number 01788 542337

Date of previous inspection 10 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Caldecote Day Nursery registered in 1995 and is based in Rugby, Warwickshire. The 
nursery employs 24 members of staff. Of these, 19 are qualified to level 2 and 
above, including one who holds level 6 and one who holds qualified teacher status. 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm, all year round, except for 
bank holidays. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Albanese
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and operations manager joined the inspector on a learning walk 
and talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want their 
children to learn. 

n The manager spoke to the inspector about children's learning and development, 
with a particular focus on communication and language. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinators spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Caldecote Day Nursery
4 June 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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